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About this book 

This book is designed to be used with students from the fifth to the ninth grade. The conversations, 

spoken and written exercises that are included in this book cover widely spoken Tamil words, customary 

expressions, and idiomatic forms. By carefully following the dialogues, lessons, and exercises in the 

book, heritage learners of Tamil can easily improve upon their spoken as well as written Tamil skills. 

The book carefully differentiates between and identifies spoken and written Tamil forms so that students 

can practice each of these varieties in isolation and acquire the appropriate skills. In addition, those who 

follow the conversations and exercises in this book can easily succeed in the Spoken Tamil test 

conducted by the ACTFL organization (http://www.actfl.org) as well as the Tamil tests conducted by the 

biliterarcy organization (http://www.biliteracy.org) and Penn Language Center (https://plc.sas.upenn.edu/). 
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literature to graduate and undergraduate students at the Department of South Asia Studies, 
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